WINEMAKER NOTES
Our Napa Valley Chardonnay combines the enticing characteristics of two
highly renowned appellations within the Napa Valley AVA: Oakville and
Carneros. Blending fruit from the mid-valley floor with that of the cool, rolling
hills of Carneros allows us to craft a Chardonnay with intensity, concentration
and restraint. 2014 marks Flora Springs 36th anniversary of making Napa Valley
Chardonnay, a legacy that began when our inaugural 1978 vintage was awarded
a gold medal at the Orange County Fair. A few years later, James Laube selected
Flora Springs as one of the “First Growth” producers of Chardonnay in his book
California's Great Chardonnays.
Fermented in stainless steel but aged in small oak barrels, our 2014 Napa Valley
Chardonnay shows exuberant flavors of pineapple, Crenshaw melon and guava
along with bracing notes of lemon and grapefruit. Bi-weekly lees stirring
produced a round, creamy texture, yet the palate is crisp, bright and balanced.
This is a full-bodied Chardonnay, finishing with hints of cinnamon, butterscotch
and a tinge of toasted almonds.
ALL THE FACTS
Appellation: Napa Valley
Varieltal: 100% Chardonnay
Cases Produced: 1,050
Aging: 7 months in 90% oak barrels,
6% stainless steel barrels, 4% concrete
Suggested Retail Price: $24
Enjoyability: Enjoy Now!
ON THE VINE
In spite of a year that saw the continuation of California’s drought as well as an
earthquake in southern Napa Valley, vintners in the region celebrated another
vintage for the record books in 2014. Heavy rains in late February and early March
gave a much-needed drink of water to vines as they emerged from dormancy, and a
warm, relatively frost-free spring allowed bud break, flowering and fruit set to
proceed without interruption. Continued warm, dry weather throughout the
summer brought the grapes to perfect ripeness in a harvest that was relatively early
and also bountiful. 2014 was the third great vintage year in a row for Napa Valley,
with vintners using phrases such as “excellent quality,” “depth of flavor” and
“exciting concentration” to describe the forthcoming wines.
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